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the stormy petrel of pre-war politics, had denounced him as having
sold Russian military secrets to the Germans. He had challenged
GuchkofF to a duel in which he had missed and the politician had
refused to fire. MyasoyedofPs guilt was definitely established, but
Soukhomlinoff, the Minister of War, had given a personal guarantee
of his loyalty for the future, and his position in the Army had been
restored. Now, according to Rak, he had been proved a traitor
again. And Soukhomlinoff, his protector, was still Minister of War !
Petrograd gossip had it that Soukhomlinoff owed his post as
Minister of War to keeping the Tsar amused with his fund of funny
stories. One group held that he was merely incompetent; the
majority of the gossips held that he was determined to let Germany
win. He certainly bore the chief responsibility for the tragic shortage
of artillery supplies, and this MyasoyedofT business was surely a proof
now of his double game. But I was eager first to know how the
traitor had been caught.
Rak's moustache shot up to release his broadest smile.
"Because somebody carried notes. One of your bright British
intelligence officers in France found a note-book on the body of a
dead German Staff officer which contained a list of names. Among
them was that of poor Myasoyedoff."
"Is he dead ?"
"Hanged."
"But how did Myasoyedoff get his stuff through ?" I had a
professional interest in these matters now.
"With the help of a railway bill-posting agent in this town.
He pretended to be interested in a business which is being exten-
sively advertised. Sent this agent his confirmations of the bill-
posting arrangements by letter or wire. They were in code for the
dispositions of our troops. The agent sent them on through Sweden."
"You've got him, too ?"
He pointed his finger at me from his cross-legged perch on the
desk as if it were a revolver.
"Bang !"
We both laughed.
"But Soukhomlinoff. What about him ?"
"We'll get him next. Very soon. Voyeikoff has that in hand now.
There is enough evidence now with Myasoyedoff to prove things
to the Emperor. We'll have Maklakoff, too, and Shchleglovitoff."
General Voyeikoff was the Chairman of the Commission for the
Physical Development of the Population. He was the commandant
of the Imperial Palace and greatly respected by the Tsar. Maklakoff
was the Minister of the Interior and a noted pro-German. He was
supposed in Petrograd gossip to have been given his post because he